
Chairman’s Report, Annual Parish Meeting, 5/5/21

The last year has been dominated by the impact of Covid 19 on our health and everyday lives. This 
has curtailed some of the activities of the Parish Council, but by no means all.

First, though, I would like to highlight the resignations of both Jim Douglas and James Hickman. 
We are grateful to both of them for their tremendous service and extend our heartfelt thanks.

I also would like us to remember Nick Moss, who passed away last July. Nick played a central role 
in collating and editing the Parish News magazine. He was a great friend to many of us and to the 
community. He is much missed and we send our condolences to his wife, Carol.

The achievements of the Parish Council over the past year are quite remarkable, given the 
restrictions in place. I hesitate to go into detail because I am also struck by how little I have 
personally contributed. Even at a glance they include, with apologies for glaring omissions:

Highways: a great many road and sign repairs, some outstanding for many years.

Planning: a highly professional assessment and approval system created by Chris Ballard, 
ensuring that applications are scrutinised properly, any comments to the planning office are put 
in the context of planning guidelines and that residents are, unless necessary, not troubled by 
visits of councillors en masse.

Christmas lighting: highly popular and good for the village hall and for the community-run pub

Events: frequently frustrated by weather or lockdowns, but always profitable nonetheless.

Flowers at road junctions: second year of adding colour to our grass road ‘triangles’.

Playground renovation (funded by New Homes Bonus Scheme).

Recreation ground: securing of a lease with the Cricket Club, formalising responsibilities and 
enabling them to apply for Sports Council funding.

Bricklehampton Phone Box restoration and conversion to a ‘street library’

Village Gates

New dog waste bins in Brickle / Elmley and Netherton

Stone Cross repair agreed in conjunction with English Heritage

This parish council - and thus this parish - enjoys the benefit of many experienced individuals 
prepared to give up a great deal of time to the communities of which they are a part. That said, 
having not served on any other such council, I don’t know how typical we might be. So I did take a 
moment to ask District Councillor Tony Rowley, how he thought we were getting on. He said:

“The achievements you list in your report clearly demonstrate how well Elmley Castle 
Bricklehampton and Netherton Parish Council has performed in a relatively short period 
of time. I am particularly impressed with the hard work of the members and the desire 
to achieve much for the benefit of the community they serve. The Parish Council is one 
of the most well organised and active Councils I have been associated with in my time 
as a District Councillor. Although following the election on Thursday I shall no longer be 
acting Member for the Elmley Somerville Ward I am pleased to continue my 
involvement in representing Bricklehampton.”

I look forward to the year ahead, eager to see what, once the Cover restrictions are lifted, we can 
do then. 

Michael Taite 5/5/21


